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President’s Message 
Every year the incoming president is asked if they have a 
theme, a desire or a goal for the club. I knew early on that I 
wanted a theme that spoke to the heart of our mission, to our 
service projects and to our members.  The first thing I noticed 
was three specific treasured gifts that we offer to those we 
serve. The first and easiest to see, is of course money, through 
our educational awards. Second is a commitment to provid-
ing support and encouragement to women and young girls, 
encouraging them to be brave, strong and bold in seeking 
their dreams.  For me personally and for many other mem-
bers, time is precious. We all live busy lives, but it is in the 
moment that we put someone’s needs, or desire for them to 
fulfill their potential above our own needs (which usually 
means giving up some of your time).  So our third gift is time. 
Time is a most valuable possession that we must give to 
change the lives of women and girls 
in our communities. 

I am sure at one time or another, 
you’ve been asked what do you do 
as a Soroptimist?  
  
Our mission states that we deliver 
programs to provide social and eco-
nomic empowerment to women and 
girls, yet I know we do much more 
than that.  (Cont. page 5)  
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1st Quarter Birthdays 

Rosemary Shannon 7/3 

 
Jeana Hanley 8/6 

Cynthia Stephens 8/10 

 
Hazel Harry 9/8 

Liliana Rivas 9/23 

Debbie Hayes 9/27 

Angela Bolton 9/29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

"I raise up my voice—not so I can shout, but so that those without a voice 

can be heard...we cannot succeed when half of us are held back." 

―Malala Yousafzai  

Thank You, Past President Debbie 

I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Debbie 
Hayes on behalf of our club 
for the inspiration, guid-
ance, and commitment to 
service that she demonstrat-
ed throughout the year.  
  
Last year, under Debbie 
Hayes’s leadership we 
reestablished our communi-
ty ties and expanded the 
awareness and presence of 
our club in the areas           

we serve.     
  
I was pleased to present 
Debbie, a blue cashmere 
scarf and a pearl heart 
bracelet, both with the So-
roptimist “S” logo at our in-
stallation dinner.   

Thank you, Debbie, for your 
leadership, friendship and 
inspiration that you have 
given us all year.   
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President Cynthia Hayes 

Vice President Public Awareness Natalie LeGaspi 

Vice President Fundraising Marilee Stefenhagen 

Dream Programs Board Committee 

Director of  Membership Henrietta Willis Kendall 

Director of Soroptimist Village Afaf Al-Annan 

Director of Soroptimist Village Angela Bolton 

Treasurer Debbie Hayes 

Secretary Liliana Rivas 

Director of Community Engagement Gina Ayala 

2018-2019 Board & Officers 

2018-2019 Board Officers 

  

Educational Awards (Live Your Dream)  Marilyn Smith 

Dream It, Be It Open 

LA CADA Family Hope Program Marilee Stefenhagen 

2018-2019 Coordinators 



2018 Soroptimist  

Awards & Recognitions 

Soroptimist International 
of Norwalk is proud to an-
nounce our club members 
have been awarded the fol-
lowing: 
 
2018 Celebrating Success 
DCR Recipient–  
Public Awareness 
 
2018 Celebrating Success 
DCR Recipient - 
Fundraising 
 
2018 Celebrating Success,  
Honorable Mention  SIA 
Recipient -  
Public Awareness 
 
 
 
 
SIN Member Recognition 
 

Cynthia Hayes 
Distinguished Soroptimist 

DCR Soroptimist 2018 
Soroptimist of the Year 

SI Norwalk 2018 
 

Gina Ayala 
Keystone Award 2018 
Norwalk Community  

Coordinating  Council 
 

Amanda Secola 
You’re a GEM 

SI Norwalk  2018 
 

Marilee Stefenhagen 
Shinning Star 

SI Norwalk 2018 

 

SCRIP while you SHOP  
An Easy-Peasy Personal Fundraiser 

Did you know you can give back and contribute financially 
to the club without spending any extra funds from your 
monthly budget? Did you know that SI Norwalk earns over 
$700 annually from our scrip program? Did you know that 
only 5% of our club members currently participant in 
scrip?   
  
Image if there was an easy-peasy way for you to contribute 
financially to SI Norwalk without dipping into your month-
ly funds or scrambling to find extra funds.  Imagine, how 
great an impact we would make if more members partici-
pated in scrips. Imagine, how much more money we could 
earn for SI- Norwalk in an easy-peasy way that doesn’t re-
quire any additional funds from you! 
  

You don’t have to imagine it 
SI- Norwalk participants in scrips. 

  
Here is how it works:  You simply do your regular shopping 
with gift cards (purchased from SI Norwalk) at your favor-
ite retailer. With each purchase, SI-Norwalk earns cash re-
bates that can quickly add up; money that SI Norwalk can 
use to support our Dream Programs, provide funds for 
members to attend regional conference and trainings, fund 
a membership scholarship and much more.  
  

Contact Dona Bishop & Start Your PERSONAL 
SCRIP Fundraiser today! 
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Important Dates 

 
July 30th to August 2nd 
SIA Conference 
Yokohama, Japan 
 
 
August 28th 
Women’s Equality Day 
 
 
September 8th 
UN World Literacy Day 
 
 
September 21st 
UN International Day of 
Peace 
 
 
October 3th 
Soroptimist Founder’s Day 
DCR District 1 Workshop—
hosted by Artesia/Cerritos 
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Past President’s Recap 

Connect With US  

 

I want to start off by thanking all of you for your service and 
support Soroptimist International of Norwalk over the last 
year.  It’s amazing how fast time moves by, and yet I am so ex-
cited by how much we have accomplished.  This year, we part-
nered with Helpline Youth Counseling to provides resources to 
at-risk youths. We partnered with LA CADA's new Family 
Hope program, servicing pregnant women and women with 
small children.  Due to our fundraising efforts and new educa-
tional grant partners; this year we were able to increase the 
number of educational awards we offered from three to six.  
Additionally, we were honored to have three new members join 
us this year. 
 
One of the most significant accomplishments of this year had 
been a work in progress for quite a while.  Soroptimist Interna-
tional of Norwalk has provided service not just to the city of 
Norwalk but to our surrounding cities as well. We have part-
nered with Soroptimist International of Santa Fe Springs in the 
past on several projects.  It is with great excitement and enthu-
siasm that Soroptimist International of Norwalk and Soropti-
mist International of Santa Fe Springs have decided to join to-
gether and become Soroptimist International of Norwalk/
Santa Fe Springs. While the legal details of this venture will 
take several months to finalize, we know that this new direction 
will allow us to increase our collective impact in a more power-
ful way within each community.  
 
I also would like to take a moment and thank my board for 
their service and dedication during the year. Our president-
elect, Cynthia Hayes who has been my right hand and played a 
dual role or president-elect and VP of Public Awareness. VP of 
Fundraising Amanda Secola, who passionately gave us such 
memorable events.  VP of Programs of service, Gina Ayala, who 
was also our keystone winner this year. It was her dedication 
and commitment to service that allowed us to expand our LYD 
Programs. Director of Membership, Afaf E-Annan for her com-
mitment to fostering new members.  Village Directors, Dona 
Bishop and Natalie LeGaspi, who went above and beyond in 
ensuring that the residence of the Soroptimist Village were en-
gaged, entertained and just all-around appreciated and loved. 
Treasurer, Cynthia Stephens, for keeping us financial in bal-
ance. Secretary, Marilee Stefenhagen,  who without her dedica-
tion and commitment, we would have been lost..  

President 2017-2018, Debbie Hayes 

Facebook 

  
Twitter 

  

http://www.facebook.com/sinorwalk
http://www.twitter.com/SINorwalk


President’s Message— Continued 
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We listen to the voices of those who are desperate, of those who are seeking assistance, of those 
who are relentlessly trying to scale the mountain that lies before them, and more importantly, 
we extend a hand for them to grasp. We respond to their need, helping them to see beyond 
their preconceived limitations and inspire them to fly.  You see, achieving your dream is simply 
a matter of understanding that your dreams are simple goals not yet achieved.  All that is re-
quired to find success is a plan and having someone prepared to have your back doesn’t hurt 
either.  
  
So, what does all that mean?  For me, I think we are a rare breed, one that seeks to help women 
and girls catch their dreams. So, when someone asks you what Soroptimist International of 
Norwalk, soon to be Soroptimist International of Norwalk/Santa Fe Springs does—simply tell 
them…. we are Dream Catchers.   
  
I am not sure if everyone here is familiar with dream catchers. Native Americans have used 
them for – well forever. They believe that the night air is filled with magic dreams, both 
good and bad. When a dream catcher is hung above the bed of the sleeper, in a place where 
the morning sunlight can hit it, during the night the dream catcher attracts and catches all 
sorts of dreams into its webs. Good dreams once caught gently slide down the feathers to 
comfort the sleeper below. Bad dreams, however, are caught up in its protective net and 
destroyed, burned up in the light of day. For the women and girls that we serve, - we are their 
light, we are the sunshine – our brightness expunges, burns away, the bad dreams that may 
have held them back. … We are their dream catchers. 
  
So, to honor the work that each member does, remember, you are the light that you shine into 
the darkness of night that works to burn away the limitations, the repression and the individual 
insecurities that woman and girls feel.  I hope by now you understand the power you are as So-
roptimist’s  and women.  You are amazing, incredible, strong , and beautiful.  You are to more 
powerful than any superhero Marvel could ever invent. 
  
Inclusivity is important for dream catchers, for only by including every member, and our new 
Santa Fe Springs friends can we make the most impact in our combined communities.  You see 
each individual Dream Catcher, each individual Soroptimist’s  member when gathered together 
– combining together— creates  a dream catcher whose size is incomparable.   
  
Two years ago we started a three-year plan.  The first year, we focused on financial stability, 
member engagement and understanding the diversity in our club, understanding how to best 
utilize the gifts, talents, and skills that we each bring to the club. Last year, we focused on forg-
ing new connections and strengthening connections with our community friends, and Soropti-
mist Neighbors.  This year, its all rolled together to make even more Dreams Possible. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity of being your leader this year.  
Together we can change the lives of women and girls in  
our community to make a sustainable collective impact.   
  
Remember: WE can accomplish more together than alone. 
  
President, Cynthia Hayes 
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Upcoming Name Change 

Follow Us 

Facebook  
 
 
Stay Connected 

Website 

SI Norwalk is excited to welcome the members of the former SI 
Santa Fe Springs club.  With SI Santa Fe Springs disbanding, the 
opportunity for SI Norwalk to expand our area of service has 
opened.   

To incorporate this change, the club has voted to rename SI Nor-
walk to SI Norwalk/Santa Fe Springs. This change was fully ap-
proved at our June meeting.  A committee, under the direction of 
Treasurer, Debbie Hayes will be appointed to manage this project, 
which is estimated to be completed by mid-year.  

Once SIA  official approval has been received, the club’s collateral, 
website and social media accounts will be updated to say:  

 

Soroptimist International of Norwalk/ Santa Fe Springs. 

. 

 

Club Meetings 

Club meetings are held on the first Wednesday every month 
at 12:15 PM to 1:00 PM. 
  
You can attend  either: 
In person at the Soroptimist Village or Via the Conference 
Call. 
  
There are no meetings scheduled in July or December 2018. 

  

August 1, 2018 February 6, 2019 

September 5, 2018 March 6, 2019 

October 3, 2018 April 3, 2019 

November 7, 2018 May 1, 2019 

January 2, 2019 June 5, 2019 

2018-2019 Club Meetings 

https://www.facebook.com/sinorwalk/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.sinorwalk.org/


 “I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s mitt on both 
hands.  You need to be able to throw something back.” – Maya Angelou  

1st Club Meeting 2018-2019  
August 1, 2018 
12:15PM 
Watch for email! 
 
Club Getaway 
September TBD  
Skyforest –Cabin 
Watch this for email! 
 
September Club meeting 
Sept 5, 2018 
12:15PM 
Watch for email! 
 
Pizza Fundraiser 
September (TBD) 
More info to come! 

 
October Club Meeting 
Oct 3, 2018 
12:15PM 
Watch for email! 

 

 

Membership Milestones 

Upcoming Club Events 
Mark Your Calendar  

25 YEARS OF SERVICE 
 

Amanda Secola     Dona Bishop  
Member since 1993    Member Since 1993 
 

 
20 YEARS OF SERVICE 

 
Jean Hanley 

Member Since 1998 
 

15 OF SERVICE 
 

Cynthia Stephens 
Member Since 2003 
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Soroptimist International 
 of  

Norwalk/Santa Fe Springs 
 

 P.O. Box 125 
Norwalk, Ca 90651 

 
Email: sinorwalk@soroptimist.net 

Website: www.sinorwalk.org 

Contact Us Soroptimist International  

of  

Norwalk/Santa Fe Springs 

 
SOROPTIMIST VISION 
Women and girls have the resources and op-
portunities to reach their full potential and live 
their dreams. 
 
SOROPTIMIST MISSION 
Soroptimist improves the lives of women and 
girls through programs leading to social and 
economic empowerment. 

Upcoming Community Events  

Norwalk Community   
Norwalk Business Expo 

Norwalk Sport & Arts Complex 
Wednesday, August 8, 2018 

5pm to 8pm 

 
Creating Connections 

Norwalk Chamber 
TAMS Burgers 
July 31, 2018 

11:45Pm to 1:00PM 
 

Santa Fe Springs  
Community 

 

Business Card Exchange  
August 1, 2018 

Town Hall 
7:30AM TO 9:30AM 

 
New Member Welcome 

August 12, 2018 
Town Hall 

9:00AM to 10:00AM 
 

State of the Nation Lunch with Congresswoman  Linda Sanchez 
Doubletree Norwalk 

August 9, 2018 
1130AM  to 1:30PM 


